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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)[3 This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-11 and 16 is/are pending in the application. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Attachment(s) 

1) M Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mall Date . 



4) 1111 Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) CH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Offlce Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 7 



Application/Control Number: 09/890,869 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2613 

DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Pre-amendment 

1. As per the Applicant's instructions filed in Paper 5 on 8/7/01, claims 12-15 have been 
canceled. 

Specification 

2. The lengthy specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any 
errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-11 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Pomerleau. 

Pomerleau discloses a method of operating a monitoring system using an image capture 
device (Pomerleau: figure 4), the method characterized by the steps of : defining a number of 
sectors (Pomerleau: column 7, lines 65-68; column 8, lines 1-8) on the field of view of the image 
capture device (Pomerleau: column 6, lines 10-20); and assigning independent monitoring and 
control parameters to each of the sectors (Pomerleau: column 9, lines 25-53), as in claim 1. 
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Regarding claim 2, Pomerleau discloses that the positioning and the size of the sectors 
are selectable by an operator of the system (Pomerleau: column 5, lines 50-62), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 3, Pomerleau discloses that each sector can be enabled simultaneously 
with the other sectors (Pomerleau: column 10, lines 53-68; column 11, lines 1-26), as in the 
claim. 

Regarding claim 4, Pomerleau has assigned to it at least one event definition parameter 
(Pomerleau: column 10 lines 55-60), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 5, Pomerleau discloses that the event definition is motion detection 
(Pomerleau: column 6, lines 10-15), as in the claim. 

Regarding claims 6-7, Pomerleau discloses that the control function is storage of data 
relating to an event (Pomerleau: column 5, lines 10-20), as in the claims. 

Regarding claim 8, Pomerleau discloses that the control function is motion tracking by 
the image capture device (Pomerleau: column 8, lines 7-24), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 9, Pomerleau discloses that the control function is the triggering of an 
alarm (Pomerleau: column 7, lines 35-40), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 10, Pomerleau discloses a monitoring system operable by the method 
(Pomerleau: figure 2), as in the claim. 

Regarding claim 11, Pomerleau discloses a hardware system containing a set of 
instructions for operation of a monitoring system according to the method (Pomerleau: column 5, 
lines 5-15), as claimed. 

Regarding claim 16, Pomerleau discloses a camera as the image capture device 
(Pomerleau: column 6, lines 10-32), as in the claim. 
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Conclusion 



5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. DaGraca discloses a networked surveillance and control system. Taniguchi discloses 
a moving object detection apparatus and method. Davis discloses a security sensor arrangement. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andy S. Rao whose telephone number is (703)-305-4813. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris S. Kelley can be reached on (703)-305-4856. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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